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TOA Title:    

Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio
Theme:         

Youth of Today
Level:            

Pre-Advanced

TOA  Overview:

A number of Colombian exchange students will be attending your school this year.  You have volunteered to serve as a buddy to one of the exchange students, and in anticipation of their arrival, you want to learn more about Colombian youth.  The sister school has e-mailed you a profile on each of the six students, and you read about each of them.  You then decide that you want to practice your Spanish either with your classmates, or by imagining that you will be visiting your sister school. Then, you prepare a speech to welcome the students, or you send them information about your school via e-mail. 
Task Title:  

Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio
Topic:         

Youth of Today
Level:         

Pre-Advanced                                              Focus age group: 16 - 18
National Standards Goals:   
Communication     Cultures      Connections      Comparisons
Communicative Mode:   

Interpretive
Description of Task:  
A number of Colombian exchange students will be attending your school this year.  You have volunteered to serve as a buddy to one of the exchange students, and in anticipation of their arrival, you want to learn more about Colombian youth.  The sister school has e-mailed you a profile on each of the six students, and you
read about each of them.  Read the e-mail and answer the questions that follow. 
Materials Needed:  Article from 

http://eltiempo.com/co.educ/COAACC/ca_noti/junio2004
Teacher Notes: Time allotted for completion of assignment may be adjusted by the teacher. 

Comprehension Guide

Perfiles de los jóvenes de hoy

Main idea.

Using information from the e-mail, provide the main idea of the selection in English.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Supporting information.
 If any of the students mention the following details, circle the detail provided and write the corresponding student’s (students’) name/s.
A.  exigir mucho de si mismo ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B.  tener planes para el futuro ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C.  querer casarse ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. hacer ejercicio ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. la hora de acostarse

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F. la hora de despertarse

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
G. cuánto estudiar ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
H. en qué materia especializarse ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Meaning from context.

Based on this passage, write what the following phrases/words probably mean in English.
1. un de todero:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ratificarte: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. empeño: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. avispado: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. pereza: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. jornada: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concept Inferences.

In your own words, describe each of the following students in Spanish.
1. Sergio: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Andrés: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Claudia: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Diego: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Alejandra: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Carlos: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Author’s perspective.  
Circle the tone you think the authors adopted as they wrote this article. 
a. clinical

b. factual

c. historical

d. anecdotal

Justification in Spanish : ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comparing cultural perspectives
Answer the following questions in Spanish:
¿Cómo reflejan estos estudiantes la cultura colombiana?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
¿Qué aprendiste sobre los jóvenes colombianos a través de este artículo? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
¿Qué tienes en común con estos estudiantes? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
¿Cuáles son las diferencias que notas entre los estudiantes colombianos y estadounidenses? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Si pudieras escoger a cualquier estudiante para ser tu “buddy”, ¿a quién escogerías y por qué? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal reaction to the text.  
Using specific information from the text, describe your personal reaction to the article in Spanish.  Be sure to provide reasons that support your reaction.

Organizing principle.  
How is the email organized?  Circle all that apply. 

A. Chronological order

B. Pros and cons

C. Cause/effect

D. Compare/ contrast

E. Story telling

F. Problem and solution

Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric
Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea and organizing principles of the text and supporting details.


	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and a few supporting details.

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets the author’s intent, perspective and expresses his/her own perspective.


	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets some of author’s intent, perspective and expresses some of his/her own perspectives.


	Infers meaning of cognates and word families and a few unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Does not interpret author’s intent, perspective or express his/her own perspective.



	Cultural Awareness
	Is able to infer cultural perspectives. 


	Is able to infer some cultural perspectives.


	Is able to infer few or no cultural perspectives. 




Task Title:  

Bienvenidos a los Estudiantes de Intercambio

Theme:           
Youth of Today

Level:          

Pre-Advanced                                         
  Focus Age Group:  16 - 18
National Standards Goals:    
Communication         Cultures        Connections        Comparisons
Communicative Mode: 

Interpersonal
Description of Task: 
Option A:  To further prepare for the arrival of the Colombian exchange students, you would like to tell them what American teenagers are like. As they only speak Spanish, you decide to interview students in your Spanish class to get their opinions about American youth. For your interviews, some possible topics are: hobbies, lifestyles, technology, fitness, romance, goals for the future, a comparison of your past and present life, and your first impressions of your school. 
Option B:  As a reward for being such a wonderful buddy to the Colombian students, the sister school has invited you to spend the summer at their school. In order to go, however, you must participate in a phone interview with the director of the school. In order to prepare for this interview you must: discuss your experience with the Colombian students this year, explain why you would like to participate in this opportunity, discuss a challenging experience that you have had, and tell how this exchange experience will help you in the future. 
Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric
Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Can I use the correct functions to maintain the conversation? Can I organize my information?
	Consistently and extensively narrates and describes in all major time frames. Clear evidence of appropriate questioning and answering techniques.
	Narration includes transitions, cohesiveness, and different time frames.

Evidence of appropriate questioning and answering techniques. 
	Minimally creates with language; ability to express own meaning shows some expansion in quantity and quality.

	Do I include enough information and vocabulary?
	Connected sentences and a predominance of paragraphs. You responded with extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Mostly connected sentences and some paragraph-like discourse. You sufficiently responded to the task with adequate vocabulary. 
	Strings of sentences, some connected sentences, some may be complex. You did not use sufficient vocabulary. 

	How well does the conversation move along?
	Initiates, advances, and/or redirects conversation.  Uses a wide variety of clarification strategies.
	Initiates and maintains conversation using a variety of strategies.  Clarifies by paraphrasing.
	Maintains conversation by answering questions only.  Clarifies by asking and answering questions.

	Is my speech comprehensible?
	Easily understood by native speakers, even non- sympathetic listeners.  Clear evidence of culturally appropriate language.
	Although message might be slightly unclear, it is generally understood by native listeners.
	Not generally understood by native listeners.

	How accurate is my speech?
	High degree of accuracy in present, past, and future times.  Accuracy may decrease when attempting to handle abstract topics.
	Mostly accurate with connected discourse in present time.  Accuracy decreases when narrating in other time frames.
	Mostly accurate with connected sentence-level 
discourse in present time.  Accuracy decreases with complexity. 

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding. 


	Responses demonstrate understanding most of the time.
	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding.



Task Title: 

Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio

Theme:         

Youth of Today

Level:          

Pre-Advanced                                        
 Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 

National Standards Goals:     
Communication        Cultures       Connections       Comparisons
Communicative Mode:    

Presentational
Description of Task: 
Option A: As part of your responsibilities as a buddy, you must prepare a speech welcoming the exchange students to your school. Use the information that you have gathered on Colombian and American teenagers.  You might want to include the following topics: a welcome to the Colombian students, an introduction of the school, similarities/ differences between American and Colombian students. You must also discuss your first impressions of your school, your hopes for the school year, and your offer to help the students. 
Option B:  In order to facilitate the exchange students’ arrival to the United States, you decide to send them information about American teenagers. Using your research and interviews, send an e-mail to the sister school in which you create a profile of American students. In your e-mail, you might want to discuss the following topics: hobbies, lifestyles, technology, fitness, romance, first impressions of your school, goals for the future. You must also discuss a comparison of your past and present life. 

Option C:  You have just returned from your summer study in Colombia, and your Spanish teacher has asked you to give a presentation to the class about your experience. In your presentation you may want to include: an introduction of the Colombian school, your first impressions, what you missed from home, a comparison of Colombian and American teenagers, highlights of your trip, challenges of your trip, how this trip has changed you, and how this trip will help you in the future. 
Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric
Bienvenidos a los estudiantes de intercambio
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Can I use language appropriately to complete the task?


	Consistently and extensively narrates and describes in all major time frames. 
	Language expands toward narration and description that includes connectedness, cohesiveness, and different time frames. 
	Minimally creates with language, ability to express own meaning, with some expansion in quality and quantity. 

	Is my language organized, coherent and comprehensive?

	Connected sentences and a predominance of paragraphs. 
	Mostly connected sentences and some paragraph-like discourse. 
	Strings of sentences, some connected sentence level discourse, some may be complex sentences.

	What is the depth/ impact of my presentation? Do I maintain the reader’s attention? What kind of vocabulary did I use?

	Motivates reader to keep reading; personalizes to maintain or re-engage reader. Vocabulary effectively conveys information and elaborates.
	Makes choices of a phrase, image or content to maintain the attention of the reader. Vocabulary sufficiently provides information and explanation.
	Begins to make choices of a phrase, image or content to maintain the attention of the reader. Vocabulary provides limited information and limited explanation.

	Who can understand my message? Could anyone understand my presentation?


	Easily understood by all readers.
	Some confusion of message, but generally understood by native-speaking readers.
	Not generally understood by native-speaking readers.

	Am I accurate? Do I demonstrate an appropriate understanding of grammar?
	High degree of accuracy in present, past and future time. Accuracy may decrease when attempting to handle abstract topics.

	Most accurate with connected discourse in present time.  Accuracy decreases when narrating and describing in time frames other than present.
	Most accurate with connected sentence-level discourse in present time. Accuracy decreases as language becomes more complex. 
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