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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT
SPANISH

TOA Title:

La casa
Theme:

What Makes My House a Home
Level:


Pre-Advanced

TOA Overview:


You are an exchange student taking an elective course in interior design.  Your first assignment is to decorate your ideal bedroom.  You read material relevant to the ‘do’ and ‘don’t’ of decorating and discuss your ideas with another student in the same class.  Finally, you make a presentation to the entire class, using graphics, of how your bedroom was when you were a small child, how you changed things as you grew older, and what your ideal bedroom will be like, if you ever have the opportunity to make your class project a reality.

TOA Title:

La casa
Task Title:   

Ideas para decorar una casa
Theme:  

What Makes My House a Home
Level:


Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18

National Standards Goals:    
 Communication    
 Connections      
 Comparisons       

Communicative Mode:  

Interpretive          



Time Frame:  One 60 minute period
Description of Task:  

You are an exchange student who is taking an elective course in interior design.  Your first assignment is to plan the decoration of your ideal bedroom.  Since you have never really thought about what makes for “good” or “bad” design, you decide to do a little research before you begin. In the library, you find this article.  
Materials Needed:  Copy of article:    (Agosto 2000). Lo que no debes hacer al decorar tu casa. 

                                                               Buenhogar, 90.
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Lo que NO debes hacer al@
decorar U casa

En el campo de la decoracién no hay verdades absolutas pero si
algunas reglas. Sigue estas recomendaciones y disfruta de tu hogar.

o tomes decisiones precipi-

tadas, si quieres decorar tu casa

con buen gusto debes sentarte
tranquilamente a pensar en la at-
mésfera que deseas. Recuerda que tu
hogar debe ser un lugar donde te
sientas tranquila y libre en cualquier
momento. Esto es lo que debes evitar
para vivir en un ambiente confortable.
B Abstente de saturar con objetos de
la misma clase una sola habitacién.
Si eres amante de las cajas, coloca
unas cuantas en tu dor-
mitorio y reparte

en vez de miniaturas pon objetos
grandes, como ldmparas o marcos.
B No combines mds de un estilo
en un cuarto ni en el resto de la casa,
a menos que quieras que tu hogar
parezca un museo del mal gusto.
B Cuando vayas a colgar un cuadro
en la pared, no lo pongas demasia-
do alto; primero siéntate y piensa a
qué altura te gustarfa verlo. A nadie
le gusta arriesgarse a sufrir torti-
colis por observar un cuadro.
B No olvides que vives en el

siglo XXJ. Las antigiiedades

otras mds en el resto
de las habitaciones.
MW Si la habitacién
que deseas decorar
tiene algunas cuar-
teaduras, no trates de
esconderlas detrds de
algin. cuadro. Mejor repara
la pared y de esa manera podris
decidir con plena libertad si real-
mente deseas poner en ese espacio
un cuadro o prefieres dejarlo libre.
M No le tengas miedo al color,
aventlrate a probar varios en una
sola habitacién. Solamente procu-
ra que armonicen entre sf; por
ejemplo, puedes pintar una pared
de blanco y otra de amarillo. Si no
se te ocurre qué colores combinar,
pregunta en una tienda de pinturas o
a algtin profesional en decoracién.
M Si detestas sacudir el polvo todos los
dfas, entonces evita tener demasiadas
cosas sobre las mesas o trinchadores. Si
eres obsesiva con la limpieza, las minia-
turas son los peores objetos decorativos
que puedes tener en casa. Sé pricticay
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son objetos lindos para co-
leccionar y apreciar; no obs-
tante, un pequefio toque de
modernidad siempre le dard
un respiro a una deco-
racién demasiado formal y
tradicionalista. Recuérdalo.
M Picnsa en tu comodidad y
en la de la gente que te visita. Si colo-
cas una mesa para servir el café dema-
siado pequefia, algiin dfa habrd un
accidente y tu bella alfombra acabard
manchada. Asimismo, si pones una
mesa con un jarrén delicado junto
a una silla independiente, entonces
lo més probable es que ese precioso
jarrén no tenga una larga vida.
M Para una habitacién muy grande,
evita los tapetes pequefios € inclina-
te por las alfombras completas. Esto
la har4 verse mds simple y elegante.
B Evira las cortinas demasiado
elaboradas, es decir, que tengan galo-
nes, listones o cordones.
No olvides que lo mds
sencillo muchas veces
es lo que mejor luce.

Los pequerios detalles

Quién diria que los floreros, los
jarrones e incluso los ceniceros pue-
den darle a nuestra casa ese toque
especial que estamos buscando.

P> Si las flores son una de tus debi-
lidades, no frenes tus deseos. Arre-
glar las flores parece muy compli-
cado, pero sélo tienes que pensar
en acomodarlas en forma mas o
menos geométrica. Los tridngulos
funcionan muy bien para las flores
con un poco de follaje. Las flores
pequeiias ludran mas si las colocas
con el tallo largo en ja-
rrones o vasos altos.

» No sblo te limites
a llenar tus jarro-
nes con flores,
también pue-
des ponerles
piedras de rio o
gemas de vidrio
de tonos seme-
jantes a tu mobiliario.
;Quieres mas ejemplos
de mal gusto? Jamas
pintes tu casa de azul
daro con alfombra roja
y muebles de piel. Por
favor, evita las alfom-
bras y cortinas ro-
jas de terciopelo.
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"Lo que no debes hacer al decorar tu casa”

Please answer the following questions.
I.
Main Idea

Using information from the article, provide the main idea.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

II.  
Supporting information

Read each of the following statements and circle those which restate things which stated in the article.  Change those that are not true, so that they reflect the content of the article.

A. Si tienes una colección de objetos de cierto tipo, debes ponerlos todos cerca el uno al

     otro.



______________________________________________________________
B. Puedes usar más de un color en las paredes de un cuarto.


________________________________________________________________

C.  No debes mezclar varios tipos de muebles en el mismo cuarto.



__________________________________________________________________


D.  Las cosas pequeñas no son muy agradables a la gente ocupada que le gusta limpiar.



_______________________________________________________________

           E.   Debes colocar las pinturas cerca del techo.



________________________________________________________________

F.   Si prefieres los estilos tradicionales, no debes usar nada moderno en el cuarto.

_______________________________________________________________

G.   Hay que pensar en el tamaño de los muebles y su posición cuando los coloques en un



 cuarto.



________________________________________________________________
III.
Meaning from Context


Based on this passage write what you think the following words mean in English.


A (Paragraph 3):  cuarteaduras _____________________________


B (Paragraph 5):  trinchadores _____________________________

.
C (Paragraph 9):  comodidad  ______________________________


D (Paragraph 10):  tapetes _________________________________


E (“Los pequeños detalles”): lucirán ___________________________

IV.
Author’s perspective


What is the purpose of the article?  _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

V.
Personal reaction


Do you agree with the author’s opinions as stated in this article?  Explain why or why

            not, referring to specific information in the article.

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric

La casa

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS


	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea of the text and supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text but only a few supporting details

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets the author’s intent and expresses his/her own perspective.


	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets some of author’s intent, and expresses some of his/her own perspectives.


	Infers meaning of cognates or word families and a few unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Does not interpret author’s intent or express his/her own perspective.




TOA Title:

La casa
Task Title: 

Lo que hace mi dormitorio mío 

Theme:  

What Makes My House a Home
Level:
            
Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18

National Standards Goals:         
Communication   

 Comparisons     

Communicative Mode:   

Interpersonal          


Time Frame:  Five to ten minutes per pair of students
Description of Task: 
You and another student in your interior decorating class in Mexico are having difficulty with the assignment of designing your ideal bedrooms (the fact that you are both slightly homesick isn’t helping the matter).  You meet outside of class and begin to discuss the situation. Describe your rooms “back home,” compare them with the rooms you now occupy as exchange students and tell each other how you think the rooms express or do not express the culture of the countries and/or your personal backgrounds.  

Talk to each other about what you think a person’s bedroom should be like and why.  Include at least one anecdote about something that happened in the past to illustrate your opinion.  Remember to ask your partner questions about his/her situation and give your partner the chance to ask you questions as well.

Materials Needed: Tape recorder and tapes or computers (if you wish to record the student conversations).
Teacher Notes:  This task can be used for the Intermediate-Mid level if the rubric is adjusted and the material relating to the anecdote about the past is omitted.

Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric
La casa
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Starts, continues and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways. 

Is able to circumlocute where necessary.

	Starts and maintains conversation and sometimes is able to make necessary clarifications. 

Is able to circumlocute at times if necessary.
	Can keep the conversation going only with short answers; can ask and answer simple questions but cannot elaborate or clarify if necessary.

Is not able to circumlocute successfully when needed.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	Understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners, although there may be some confusion about the message.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs (where appropriate) and connected sentences.
	Sometimes speaks in paragraphs (if appropriate), but mostly uses connected sentences.  
	Speaks in strings of unconnected sentences, although some may be of a more complex nature.  

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding of what has been asked or said.
	Responses demonstrate understanding of what has been asked or said most of the time.
	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding of what has been asked or said.

	Cultural Awareness
	Demonstrates ample understanding of the differences between the cultures portrayed in the room descriptions.
	Demonstrates some understanding of the differences between the cultures portrayed in the room descriptions.

	Demonstrates little or no understanding of the differences between the cultures portrayed in the room descriptions.



TOA Title:

La casa
Task Title: 

Mi dormitorio:  El verdadero y el ideal
Theme:  

What Makes My House a Home
Level:
                        Pre-Advanced



Focus Age Group:  16 - 18

National Standards Goals:     
 Communication   
   Comparisons          

Communicative Mode:   

 Presentational
Time Frame:  Five to ten minutes per student
Description of Task:  

You have finished the assignment for your interior design class. Using visuals, give your presentation to the teacher and the rest of the class.   Remember to include:


a) what your room at home was like when you were little


b) what changes you or your parent(s) made to it over the years


c) what it is like now (including how it reflects your personality and heritage)


d) what you would change if you could


e) the complete description of your ideal bedroom, including the reasons for your

               choices.

Be complete!  Remember that your interior design teacher is very demanding and expects a high level of involvement on your part.

Materials Needed:  Technological items necessary for students to present visuals (computer, screen, overhead projector, thumbtacks, presentation easel), videocamera if the teacher wishes to tape the presentations.
Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric

La casa
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, and future, as well as in present tense. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is mostly accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future, or past and/or future are not used.

	Communication Strategies
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with some cohesive devices.  Speaks with fluency. Includes anecdotes and detailed examples.
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with a few cohesive devices.  Pauses a few times, disrupting the flow.
	Focuses mostly on task completion; paying little attention to organization and flow of presentation.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message, but it is generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks  in paragraphs and connected sentences
	Speaks in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly in connected sentences.  
	Speaks in strings of unconnected sentences, although some may be of a more complex nature.  

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Cultural Awareness
	Consistently provides evidence of culturally appropriate language and/or gestures.  


	Provides some evidence of culturally appropriate language and/or gestures.  


	Provides little evidence of culturally appropriate language and/or gestures.  
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