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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT
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TOA Title:

Cuidemos el aire (Let’s Take Care of the Air!)
Theme:

The Environment

Level: 


Novice-Mid





TOA Overview: 

On April 22 we celebrate Earth Day. Our school is running a campaign to educate people on how to preserve natural resources. The problem is that several families in the neighborhood do not speak English. Your Spanish teacher will choose some of the students in your class to visit the Spanish speaking families and instruct them on what to do to keep the air clean. To start, your teacher wants to find out how much the students understand on the topic of clean air. She will ask you to read an article and participate in several activities. She also wants you to prepare a 3-minute speech on the topic. You need to design a poster to present your ideas. Finally, your teacher wants to have a conversation with you about the subject. You must convince her to select you to educate a Spanish speaking family on what to do to protect the air. 

THE ENVIRONMENT

TEXT:       ¿Aire... limpio?

Una de las principales características del aire puro es que no tiene sabor, olor ni color. Sin embargo, especialmente en Santiago, en invierno esta capa gaseosa adquiere un tono gris, debido a los contaminantes que la invaden.

¿Qué podemos hacer para evitar que nuestro aire se ensucie? 

· No quemes hojas ni basuras, pues el humo ensucia el aire con gases tóxicos y partículas que causan daño a los seres vivos que los respiran. 

· Si un adulto fuma en tu presencia, solicítale que no fume o evita estar cerca de él, pues respirarás aire contaminado malo para tu salud. 

· Pídele a las personas mayores que no usen productos en envase aerosol -o spray-. El gas que ellos utilizan escapa a la atmósfera y sube hasta la capa de ozono, donde destruye el gas que protege de los rayos ultravioletas a los seres vivos. 

El ideal es seguir estos consejos todo el año, no sólo en invierno, porque en cualquier época la contaminación daña nuestro organismo. 

(Fuente: Comisión Nacional del Medio Ambiente)
Task Title:

Cuidemos el aire

Theme: 

The Environment


Level: 


Novice-Mid



Focus Age Group:  10+

National Standards Goals:

 Communication




Communicative Mode:    

Interpretive



Time Frame:  Two 25 minutes periods

Description of Task: 
On April 22 we celebrate Earth Day. Our school is running a campaign to educate people on how to preserve natural resources. The problem is that several families in the neighborhood do not speak English. Your Spanish teacher will choose some of the students in your class to visit the Spanish speaking families and instruct them on what to do in order to keep the air clean. To start, she wants to find out how much the students understand on the topic of clean air. Please do the following:

1. Read the article.

2.  Answer the questions on Activity Sheet A.

Materials Needed:  Text: ¿Aire… limpio?, Activity Sheet A. 

Teacher Notes:  Do this assessment after a unit on natural resources or during the week of “Earth Day”.
The questions are in English so that the teacher can truly assess the students’ comprehension of the text.

Remind them to answer the questions according to the article.  Show them where the city of Santiago is.

Please discuss the rubric with the students prior to the beginning of the assessment.

Adaptations:  Please modify the task and adjust the time to accommodate the students’ level of comprehension.
If necessary, read the directions and/or text to special needs students.

Preparation Phase:  In preparation for the interpretive task, ask the students to brainstorm the answers to the following questions (This can be a cooperative activity in groups of three or four.  The questions and work are to be done in the target language.  They are presented in English here so all readers of this document can understand the questions asked during this phase.): 

1. What is the definition of natural resources?

2. What are some examples of natural resources?

3. Why do we need air?

4. What do people do that pollutes the air?

5. What can we do differently to keep the air clean?

6. What can you personally do to keep the air clean?

ACTIVITY SHEET A

Read the article carefully and do the following activities:

A. Write the correct Spanish word under the picture:

	WORD BANK

el invierno

  las hojas

        la basura

el humo

  los seres vivos
        el aerosol
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1. ____________ 
2. _____________
    3. ____________
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4. ____________
  5. _____________
     6. ____________


B. Find the equivalent of the following words. Underline them in the article and write them on the line provided:

1. Adult

_________________

2. Air   

_________________

3. Contamination 
_________________

4. Pure 

_________________

5. Rays

_________________

6. Escapes

_________________

7. Especially 

_________________

8. Tone

_________________

9. Toxic

_________________




C. Read the following statements. Mark YES if they are true and NO if they are false. If the statement is true, then write the number of that statement next to the sentence in the article where it appears.
According to the article:




YES        NO
1. Clean air is white in color.


____
   ____

2. Clean air has no flavor.



____   
   ____

3. In Santiago the air is gray in the summer. 
____       ____


4.  We should not burn flowers.

            ____       ____

5. Gas from aerosol sprays destroys the sun.
____       ____

D. Answer the following questions:

1. What should we not burn leaves or garbage?

___________________________________________

2. What should you do if someone smokes in front of you?

___________________________________________

3. What do aerosol sprays do to the ozone layer?

___________________________________________

E. What is the best title for this article?

· The seasons

· Our health

· The air in Santiago

· ¿Air … clean?

Novice-Mid Interpretive Rubric

Cuidemos el aire

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTTIONS

	Can I understand what I read?

(Comprehension)
	My answers are relevant and accurate and show that I understood what I read.


	Most of my answers are relevant and accurate and show that, for the most part, I understood what I read.
	My answers are irrelevant and/or inaccurate and show that I really didn’t understand what I read.

	What strategies do I use to help me understand what I read?

(Communication Strategies)
	I accurately identify vocabulary words that I have already been taught, and I can figure out new words based on the context of what I read.
	I accurately identify most vocabulary words that I have already been taught.
	I cannot accurately identify many vocabulary words that I have already been taught.

	Can I identify the main idea?

(Main Idea)
	I can identify the main idea


	I cannot identify the main idea

	Can I understand the message beyond the literal one?

(Interpretation)
	I can sometimes successfully interpret between the lines by using context clues and cognates.


	I attempt to interpret between the lines by using some context clues and cognates.
	I cannot interpret between the lines.


Task Title:

Cuidemos el aire
Theme: 

The Environment

Level: 


Novice-Mid



Focus Age Group:   10+

National Standards Goals:

 Communications           Connections            Communities

Communicative Mode: 

Presentational

Time Frame:  Two 25-minute periods of preparation time and 3 minutes for each presentation.

Description of Task:
 Congratulations! You understand the article! You have been selected to visit the Sánchez family and educate them on what to do in order to keep the air clean. Prepare to give a three minute speech on the topic. You need to prepare a poster to present your ideas. You might want to leave your poster with the family to help them remember what they can do to protect the air. Remember to be creative!

Directions: 

· Include three pictures of items that pollute the air.

· Include two pictures of what you can do in order to keep the air clean.

· Include some catchy phrases in Spanish such as the equivalent of “Don’t smoke!”

· You may use props when you do your presentation. 

· Remember to make your poster colorful and to be creative.

Materials Needed:

· Poster paper

· Colored pencils / crayons / markers

Teacher Notes:  Projects may be presented in front of the class or the teacher only.  Make sure to give the students plenty of time to prepare the presentation. You might want to give them a period to practice with a group or a partner.
Adaptations:  The teacher can modify the task and criteria to suit the level of the students.  Please allow students who find the task challenging to work with a partner. 

Novice–Mid Presentational Rubric Speaking

Cuidemos el aire
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTTIONS

	Can the audience understand me?

(Comprehensibility)
	The audience understands me without difficulty even though I may have some hesitations when I speak.
	The audience generally understands me. I may have some hesitations or unnatural pauses when I speak.


	I am not clearly understood. I have frequent hesitations and many unnatural pauses.

	How well do I use the language?

(Language Control & Vocabulary Use)
	I am correct with memorized language but as I begin to create (produce simple sentences) with the language, I have difficulty being correct. 

My presentation is rich in appropriate vocabulary.
	I am mostly correct with memorized language.

I accurately use vocabulary that I have been taught.


	I am correct only at the word level.

My vocabulary is limited and/or repetitive.

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?
(Impact)
	I use gestures, visuals and tone of voice to maintain my audience’s attention.
	I use some gestures and visuals to maintain my audience’s attention.  


	I make no effort to maintain my audience’s attention.

	How well do I organize the presentation?

(Communication Strategies)
	My presentation has a beginning, middle, and an  end.
My main ideas are supported with examples.
	My presentation has a beginning, middle, and an end.
	I present information randomly. 

	How well would I pass for a native speaker?
(Cultural Awareness)
	I demonstrate some awareness of cultural appropriateness.

       - Appropriate use   

       of formal vs. 

       informal language.

       - Use of language-

       specific “fillers.”

       - Use of gestures.
	
	


Novice–Mid Presentational Rubric Writing

Cuidemos el aire
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Do we understand you?

(Comprehensibility)
	The reader understands me without difficulty.
	The reader understands me with occasional difficulty. 


	The reader does not clearly understand me.

	How well do I use the language?

(Language Control & Vocabulary Use)


	I am mostly correct when producing simple sentences and make errors when creating with the language.

My writing is rich in appropriate vocabulary.
	I am mostly correct with memorized language.

My vocabulary reveals basic information.


	I am correct only at the word level.

My vocabulary is limited and/or repetitive.

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?

(Impact)
	My writing is engaging and shows effort to appeal to the audience’s interest.


	I make some effort to maintain reader’s attention.
	I make no effort to maintain reader’s attention.

	How well do I organize the presentation?

(Communication Strategies)


	My main ideas are supported with examples.
	My writing has a beginning, middle, and an end.
	I present information randomly. 

	How well would I pass for a Native speaker?
(Cultural Awareness)


	I demonstrate some awareness of cultural appropriateness. 
	
	


TOA Title:

Cuidemos el aire

Task Title: 

Yo educo a la comunidad

Theme: 

The Environment

Level: 


Novice-Mid



Focus Age Group:  10+

National Standards Goals:

 Communication
Communities

Communicative Mode: 

Interpersonal


Time Frame:   15 minutes per interview.

Description of Task: 
Your time to shine has arrived. Now you must visit the Sánchez family and educate them on what to do to keep the air clean. Before you go to their house, your teacher will interview you just to make sure that you are very well prepared to do this outstanding service to the community. Make sure to use your poster to reinforce the topic with the Sánchez family.

Materials Needed: 
· Interview questions

· Objects or pictures of items in the article.

Teacher Notes:  Conduct this activity as an interview. The teacher can play the role of a member of the Sánchez family interviewing the students either individually or in pairs.  Pair up students in a way that is appropriate for your class and level. Preferably pair up students with similar ability. Ask both students the same questions but alternate which one you ask first.
Adaptations:  The teacher can modify the questions according to the level of the students.  If the children have difficulty answering a question you may help them by rephrasing the question or by providing a yes/no, either/or question.
Novice-Mid Interpersonal Rubric

Cuidemos el aire

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Does the teacher understand me?

(Comprehensibility)
	The teacher understands me without difficulty.
	The teacher understands me with occasional difficulty.
	The teacher understands me only with much difficulty.

	Do I understand the teacher?

(Comprehension)
	I understand the teacher without difficulty.
	I understand the teacher but sometimes I need repetition or restatement.
	Most of the time I don’t understand the teacher.

	How well do I use the Spanish language? 

(Vocabulary Use & Language Control)
	I am mostly correct when producing simple sentences.

I attempt to create.

I recognize and use vocabulary with ease.
	I am mostly correct with memorized language. 
I am less correct when I try to create language.

I recognize and use most of the vocabulary correctly.
	I can only communicate at the word level.

I use a limited number of words/phrases.

	How well do I keep the conversation going?

(Communication Strategies)

	I begin to recombine some memorized language to ask for repetition and/or clarification.
	I use memorized chunks of language to:

-Ask for repetition

      -State that I don’t 

        understand.
	I cannot keep the conversation going.


INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

YO EDUCO A LA COMUNIDAD

PART ONE: Warm-up questions

· These questions are not part of the assessment. The purpose of task 1 is to help the students feel at ease.

· Questions and answers must be in Spanish.

1. ¿Cómo te llamas?

2. ¿Cuántos años tienes?

3. ¿Qué día es hoy?

4. ¿Qué tiempo hace?

PART TWO: Let’s talk about the air

· This is the first part of the assessment. The students will have the opportunity to demonstrate the ability to understand directions and descriptions. 

· Use the pictures or objects to do the following activities:

1. ¿Dónde está el humo / la basura / el oxígeno / el invierno?

2. Toca la hoja / el aerosol / el cigarrillo / algo bueno para la salud / una persona que respira.

3. Pon la hoja en la basura / Pon el cigarrillo en la basura / Pon en un grupo lo que es malo para la salud.

4. Señala lo que yo voy a describir:

· Es algo malo para la salud porque destruye el ozono.

· Es algo malo para la salud porque pone humo en el organismo.

· Es algo bueno porque aumenta el oxígeno en la atmósfera.

· Es algo que no debemos quemar.

PART THREE: The real interview
Tell the students that now they are at the house of the Sánchez family. After the greetings they ask you the following questions:

· ¿Qué características tiene el aire puro?

· ¿Qué pasa si yo quemo las hojas?

· ¿Qué debemos hacer cuando una persona fuma en nuestra casa?

· ¿Son los aerosoles malos para la salud? ¿Por qué?

· El ozono nos protege , ¿verdad? ¿de qué?

· ¿Hay contaminación sólo en el invierno?

· ¿Qué tienes en tu cartel?

PART FOUR: Wind down

This is not part of the assessment. Use TPR commands to bring the interview to an end. The purpose of this activity is to allow the students to leave with a feeling of success. The following examples may guide you:

· Levántate

· Tócate la cabeza

· Tócate los hombros

· Levanta las manos

· Aplaude una vez

· Aplaude muchas veces

· Repite: “Yo sé hablar español… ¡Bravo!”

PICTURES FOR THE INTERVIEW
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