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THEMATICALLY  ORGANIZED  ASSESSMENT
SPANISH

TOA Title:  

Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo

Theme:

People Important to Me

Level: 


Novice-Mid

TOA Overview:
Your Spanish class recently started a pen pal exchange with a class of students in Spain.  In his first letter, your pen pal talks about his life and school day.  With a classmate, you practice talking about your school day in Spanish.  The two of you discuss classes, teachers, and activities.  In a subsequent letter to your Spanish pen pal, you find out that he/she is coming to the USA and plans to visit you soon!  He will be spending a day in school, so you want to make sure he is prepared and knows what to expect.  You prepare a guide that leads him through the building and that describes a typical day in the life of a student in your school.  You include your ideas of classes, teachers, and school life.
TOA Title:

Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo

Task Title: 

Un nuevo amigo

Theme:  

People Important to Me

Level:  

Novice-Mid





Focus Age Group:  10+
National Standards Goals: 

Communication 
Cultures
 Connections
Communicative Mode:

Interpretive
Time Frame:  One 40 minute class period
Description of Task:  
Your Spanish class started a pen-pal exchange with a group of students in Spain.  You have just received your first letter from your new pen pal!  Your teacher is going to ask you to share some information about the Spanish student.  You decide to take notes as you read the letter.

Read the letter and fill in the chart with the information provided in the letter.  If the information is not provided in the letter you may leave the box blank.

Draw and color a picture of your pen pal including as many details as possible from the information provided in the letter.   

Materials Needed:  Copies of four letters from students in Spain (one for each student), interpretive worksheet with chart, blank paper, and crayons 

Teacher Notes:

· The follow-up drawing activity can be optional.  Be sure to adapt rubric accordingly.

· When contacting teachers in the foreign country for pen pal letters, specify information you need their students to include.

· You may want to familiarize your students with the linguistic variations of the country from which the letters are coming, such as the vosotros form.  

· The teacher may have to modify the chart to align with details included in the letters received from the Spanish students.  You may have to create different charts for each letter.

· Letters must include a physical description of the writer.

· Emphasize importance of this information for upcoming interpersonal task.  

· If using handwritten letters (the ones included here are transcribed from original copies and typed in Microsoft Word fonts), teach/warn students about differences in handwriting.      

Adaptations:  

· You may decide to implement a follow-up or debriefing activity.  Post students’ drawings around the classroom.  As you read individual letters, students match the picture with the appropriate letter by guessing, “¿Quién es?”

· Consider putting different names on each letter so that students are not aware that they are sharing the same pen pal.  Then have them use the information from the charts and pictures to figure out who has the same pen pal.
Novice-Mid Interpretive Rubric
Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Can I understand the letter?
(Comprehension)
	In my chart, I included relevant information and details mentioned in the letter.  

	In my chart, I included most of the information mentioned in the letter and left out only a few details.   
  
	My chart is either inaccurate or missing important information. I really did not understand the letter from my pen pal.

	Can I identify the main idea?

(Main Idea)
	My illustration has the physical characteristics of the person described in the letter.  
	My illustration shows a resemblance to many of the physical characteristics of the person described in the letter.
	My illustration does not represent the person in the letter.

	If there is a message beyond the literal one, can I understand it? 
(Interpretation)
	My illustration includes details besides physical characteristics that represent other parts of my pen pal’s identity (likes/dislikes, hobbies, etc.).  
	My illustration includes a few details besides physical characteristics that represent other parts of my pen pal’s identity (likes/dislikes, hobbies, etc.).  
	My illustration only shows what my pen pal looks like.  

	What strategies do I use to help me understand what I read?

 (Communication Strategies)
	I identified vocabulary that I have been taught, and I figured out new words from the context of the letter that I read.
	I accurately identified most vocabulary that I have been taught.
	I did not understand vocabulary that I have been taught.


26/11/03

Muriedas

Hola:

Soy Cristina Alón una alumna de 60 de Primeria, tengo 11 años.  Nuestra profesora Piluca nos ha hablado de vosotros.  Yo soy morena de pelo largo con ojos marrones y alta.  Seguro que seremos muy buenos amigos y espero que nos contestais pronto.  Haber como leeis la carta porque ya me han dicho que hablais ingles.  (el español es muy fácil.  El que es difIcil es el inglés.

Un abrazo Cristina

24/11/03

Colegio Altamira

Revilla de Camargo

Hola:

Soy Adiana una de las alumnas del Colegio Altamira, tengo 11 años y soy de 6e de Primaria y vivo en Muriedas.

¿Qué tal se os dos hablar el español?

A lo mejor os cuesta un poco pero no os preocupeis, a mi también me hace falta un poco de ayuda en el inglés.

¿Cómo se llama vuestro colegio?

Me gustaría conoceros e iras a visitar vuestro colegio. 

¿De qué parte de Estados Unidos sois?

Nosotros somos de Revilla de Camargo en Cantabria (España).

Me despido con ganas de que nos escribais, muchos besos de:

*Adriana*

9/11/03

Santander

Querida clase:

¡¡Hola!! ¿Cómo estaís? Mi nombre es Víctor.  Tengo 11 años.  Mi compleaños es en Septiembre.

Soy de España.  Vivo en Cantabria.  Hablo Inglés, Español y algo de Francés.  Estudio por la manna y por la tarde.

Hago Karate y juego al fútbol.  Por la tarde juego algún partido; quiero ser futbolista.

No tengo ningún hermano ni hermana.  Mi padre traabaja en una relogería, y mi madre trabaja en un hospital.

Un abrazo:

Víctor

Alco Maliaño, 25 de noviembre de 2003

Hola:

Soy Marina, del Colegio Altamira en Cantaabría (España).

Me ha gustado mucho la idea de mandarnos una carta, y de esa manera mejorar nosotros el Inglés y vosotros el español, no os preocupeís que es fácil; lo difícil es el inglés ya que no se escribe como se lee.  Espero entender bien vuestro ingles y que nos hagamos amigos.

¡Hasta la Próxima Carta!  Besos

Marina

Interpretive Activity Sheet

People Important To Me

Un nuevo amigo
Nombre:  ______________.




                 Fecha:  ________________

I.  After reading your pen pal’s letter, please complete the following charts with as many details as possible about your pen pal.  If your pen pal did not include some of the chart’s information in his/her letter, leave that part of your chart blank.  Please write your answers in English.    

	NAME
	AGE
	ORIGIN
	LANGUAGE(S)

SPOKEN
	FREE TIME ACTIVITIES

	
	
	
	
	


	BIRTHDAY
	SIBLINGS
	PARENTS’ PROFESSIONS
	PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

	
	
	
	


II. Now that you’ve completed the charts, please draw and color a picture of your pen pal on this blank sheet of paper including as many details as possible from the letter.

TOA Title:

Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo

Task Title:  

Un nuevo amigo

Theme: 

People Important to Me

Level:  

Novice-Mid





Focus Age Group: 10+ 
National Standards: 

Communication  
Cultures  
Communicative Mode:
Interpersonal
Time Frame: 3-4 minute interview with each pair of students
Description of Task:  
You and a classmate just received letters from students in Spain and are very excited!  You read the letters in Spanish class and can’t wait to tell your classmates all about your new friend.  But first, you realize you hardly know anything about how your own good friend here in the USA is doing.  Have a conversation in which the two of you “catch up” on what your days at school are like.
Materials Needed:   Rubrics for each student so that you can evaluate while listening to their conversations; two “Situación” prompt cards for students participating in conversation.
Teacher Notes:

· Teacher should emphasize connection with the interpretive task previously completed.
· Students should carry out the task without practicing beforehand.  
· Teacher should pair students of like ability for the task.
Novice-Mid Interpersonal Rubric
Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations


	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Do I understand you?
(Comprehensibility)

	My teacher and partner can understand me without any difficulty.
	My teacher and partner understand most of what I say without much difficulty.
	My teacher and partner have difficulty understanding me.  

	Do I understand my partner?
(Comprehension)

	I answer his/her questions appropriately.
	I answer most questions appropriately.
	I answer a few questions appropriately.  Often, I cannot respond at all. 

	How well do I use the Spanish language?
(Vocabulary Use & Language Control)
	I am mostly correct when I produce simple sentences.  
I make mistakes when I try to be more creative, but the errors don’t interfere with what I’m saying.   
	I complete the task with mostly memorized chunks of language and some sentences.
I start making more mistakes when I try to be more creative, but they don’t interfere with what I’m saying.  
	I speak using words and lists.  
I make mistakes that interfere with my messages. My teacher has trouble understanding me.  

	How well do I keep the conversation going?
(Communication Strategies)

	I can ask and answer basic questions.

I ask for clarification by asking for repetition and for additional information.
	I am able to answer most questions appropriately and ask a few memorized questions. 

I ask for repetition when I need clarification.  At times, I can substitute words when my meaning is unclear to my partner.
	I am only able to answer a few direct questions.

I often resort to English for clarification of meaning.


TOA Title:

Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo

Task Title:  

Un nuevo amigo

Theme:  

People Important to Me

Level:  

Novice Mid




Focus Age Group: 10 -11 years old
National Standards: 

Communication   
   Connections

    Communities
Communicative Mode:
Presentational
Time Frame:  Approximately one week.  Students will need time to write a rough draft, and they will also need some time to transfer the information to the final copy and add artwork.  
Description of Task:  
The pen pal whose letter you read is actually coming to visit you!  Once here, he will be spending some time with you at school, and you want to make sure he is prepared and knows what to expect.  Prepare a guide that leads him through the building and that describes a typical day in the life of a student in your school.  
Materials Needed: 

· Explanation of task and required components 

· Blank sheets of computer paper for rough draft
· Large sheets of white construction paper 
· Crayons
Teacher Notes:

· Students take quite a bit of time with rough draft—especially writing directions to each class.  Be prepared to use at least two days to get through this part.
· Encourage students to use their own vocabulary and all materials from class as opposed to a dictionary.
Me llamo ___________________




La Parte Presentacional

“Un Tour de tu Escuela”

Instrucciones:  OK…so far, you have read a letter from a pen pal in Spain about his/her life in school.  Also, you have had a conversation with a friend about your days in school.  Now, it’s time for the third—and final—part of the “Ejercicio de 3 Pasos.”  

For this part, imagine that your pen pal is actually coming to stay with you here in the U.S.A!  Your job is to create a “visual tour” of your school and to explain how your typical day unfolds to explain what to expect when at school.

Divide the large sheet of paper I give you into 8 equal parts.  Each panel will represent one of your daily classes/periods.  On each panel, you will be responsible for including the following information:

· Un título para cada espacio que indica  la asignatura.   

· Direcciones simples a la clase (STARTING FROM THE PREVIOUS CLASS)

· Tu opinión de la clase y por qué

· Una descripción de la/el profesor(a)

· ¿Qué haces tú en la clase?  (Alo menos, 3 actividades para cada asignatura.)

· ¿Qué necesitas para la clase?

· Decoraciones buenas y artísticas para representar la clase  

Novice-Mid Presentational Rubric
Mi nueva escuela; Mi nuevo amigo

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does not Meet Expectations

	Do we understand you?

(Comprehensibility)
	We can understand you without difficulty.
	At times, we have some trouble understanding you.  Most of time, we can make sense of your writing.
	We have difficulty understanding you because you make so many mistakes.   

	How well do I use the Spanish language?
(Language Control & Vocabulary Usage)
	I complete task using sentences, and I provide some details.  
I create with the language to express original details.

I make some mistakes when I begin to be more creative.  
I use appropriate vocabulary and incorporate previously learned words and expressions to make my writing more interesting
	I complete task using mainly memorized expressions, words, and a few sentences. 
 I make mistakes, but they do not interfere with comprehension. 
I use basic, appropriate vocabulary.
	I write using only words and some memorized chunks of language, and/or I did not fully complete the task. 
 I use a limited number of vocabulary words.

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?
(Impact)
	My writing is engaging and shows an attempt to appeal to the audience’s interest.  
I vary my sentences and vocabulary usage.
	I make some effort to maintain my audience’s attention.  
I try to vary my vocabulary usage and sentence structure, but most times I use the same words and expressions.
	I make no attempt to maintain my audience’s attention.  
I use the same words and sentence structure in each part of the presentation.

	How well do I organize my letter?
(Communication Strategies)
	I give examples to support my main ideas.
	My writing is organized with a beginning, middle, and an end.
	I present information in a random way with no attempt at organization.
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