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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT
SPANISH 

TOA Title:

El Carnaval en La República Dominicana 

Theme:   

Celebrations and Traditions  
Level:     

Novice-Mid 




TOA Overview: 
While studying in Spain as an exchange student, you attend “Carnaval” in the Dominican Republic.  The experience is exciting.  People are singing and dancing in the street.  You particularly like one of the songs and want to understand the lyrics.  When you return home with your host family, your host mother plays the song for you.  You read the lyrics printed on the insert to understand the song better. Later, you talk with your host family about the experience of participating in “el carnaval,” and during the conversation you describe an American holiday that you enjoy. Before returning home to the United States, you write a postcard to your Spanish teacher telling him / her about “El Carnaval” celebration.  

TOA Title:

El Carnaval en República Dominicana 

Theme:   

Celebrations and Traditions  
Level:     

Novice-Mid 



Focus Age Group:   5th Grade 
National Standards Goals:  
     
Culture  
      Connections         
     Communication

Communicative Mode:   

Interpretive

   

Time Frame:   One class period 35 minutes 

Description of Task:  
You are attending a “Carnaval celebration” in the Dominican Republic with your host family.  You see a lot of people dancing and singing a song on the streets. You listen to the song and like it a lot.  When you return home with your host family, you ask your host mother the name of the song you just heard in the celebration.  Your host mother has the song on a tape and plays it for you.  You read the lyrics to help you understand meaning of the song.

Materials Needed:  lyrics of the song, tape or CD:  El Carnaval by Fernandito Villalona

Teacher Notes:   Teacher and students brainstorm about holidays celebrated in the United States and talk about them in previous lessons.  Teacher spends time in the preparation phase. 

Scoring Criteria / Rubric:  Attached

Adaptations: The students can bring in pictures of their family attending a holiday to share with their classmates and talk about them. 

*  Preparation phase: 

1. Do you like holidays?

2. What are some holidays celebrated in your country?

3. How do people celebrate these holidays?

4. What do you do on holidays?

INTERPRETIVE ASSESSMENT

Nombre: ________________________ Fecha:     ______________________ Clase:  ________

A. Word recognition 

1.  After listening to the song “El carnival en República Dominicana”, look at the song lyrics and circle the words below that are mentioned in the song.

dance 



sadness 


sky




problems


street 



night

theater 



cars 



happiness

town people 


stores



old man

B.  Comprehension 

2.  What are these people celebrating?

3.  When is this holiday celebrated?

4.   How do these people feel during this celebration?

5.   What do they do on the streets?

C.  Main idea

What is the main idea of the song?





         

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

D.  Interpretation

Answer the following questions

1.   Look at the lyrics of the song again.   The singer is telling us how everyone feels in February.  

      Write down the word that best describes this feeling.

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  Based on this song, do you think that the people like this celebration?  Explain why or why not in at least three sentences.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  How do Dominicans celebrate this holiday?  Is it the same as we celebrate in our holidays? If not, explain how it is different?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Novice-Mid Interpretive Rubric
El Carnaval en La República Dominicana

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	How well do I understand the vocabulary?
(Word Recognition)
	I identify words mentioned in the song accurately. 
	I identify most words mentioned in the song accurately. 
	I am able to identify only a few words mentioned in the song.

	Do I understand the song?

(Comprehension)
	My answers are accurate and to the point. 
	Most of my answers are accurate and relevant. 
	My answers are irrelevant and/or inaccurate. 

	Do I identify the main idea?

(Main Idea)
	I identify the main idea of the song. 
	I identify the main idea of the song. 
	I do not identify the main idea of the song. 

	Do I infer meaning?

(Interpretation)
	I use context clues and cognates to understand the song.
	I use some context clues and cognates to understand the song. 
	I do not use context clues or cognates. 


Task Title: 

El carnaval en La República Dominicana 

Theme:  

Celebrations and Traditions 
Level:    

Novice-Mid 



Focus Age Group:   5th Grade 

National Standards Goals:       
Culture            Connections           Communication         Comparisons 

Communicative Mode:

Interpersonal
  
Time Frame:  40 minutes 

Description of Task:  
You talk with your host family about “el carnaval” and a holiday that you celebrate in the United States. 

Materials Needed:  Picture prompts of holidays, people and seasons

Teacher Notes:  Students are familiar with these questions.  They should use them to talk about the holiday celebrated in Dominican Republic and their own country. 

· ¿Cuándo se celebra este feriado?  

When is this holiday celebrated?

· ¿Qué feriado es éste?  


What is this holiday called?

· ¿Cómo se celebra este feriado? 

 How do people celebrate it?

· ¿Cuál es tu opinión de este feriado? 

 How do you like it?

· ¿Qué haces tú en este feriado? 

What do you do on this holiday?

· ¿Tu familia y tú hacen algo especial en casa ese día?  Do you and your family do 

anything special at home that day?

· ¿Quién celebra contigo?


Who is celebrating with you?

Scoring Criteria / Rubric:   Attached

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations


	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Does the teacher understand me?

(Comprehensibility)
	The teacher understands me without difficulty.


	The teacher understands me with occasional difficulty.


	The teacher has difficulty understanding me.




	Do I understand the teacher?

(Comprehension)
	I understand the teacher without difficulty.


	I understand the teacher, but I sometimes need repetition or restatement.


	Most of the time I do not understand the teacher.



	How well do I use the Spanish language?

(Vocabulary Use & Language Control)
	I am mostly correct when I speak in simple sentences in present time.

I try to create original sentences.  

I recognize and use vocabulary with ease when using prompts of holidays, people and seasons.


	I am mostly correct with memorized language including phrases and lists. 


I am less correct when I attempt to create sentences.

I recognize and use most of the vocabulary correctly when talking about holidays, people and seasons.


	I can only communicate at the word level.

I use a limited number of words / phrases.

	How well do I keep the conversation going?
(Communication Strategies)

	I begin to recombine some memorized language to keep the conversation going. 


I ask for repetition and/or clarification.
	I use memorized chunks of language to keep the conversation going.

I ask for repetition.

I tell my partner when I do not understand. 


	I cannot keep the conversation going.


Novice-Mid Interpersonal Rubric
El carnaval en La República Dominicana
Task Title:  

El carnaval en República Dominicana
Theme:  

Celebrations and Traditions

Level:     

Novice-Mid 



Focus Age Group:   5th Grade

National Standards Goals:    
Culture     
    Connection

Communication

 
Communicative Mode:

Presentational

Time Frame:  40 minutes 

Description of Task: 
Before leaving the Dominican Republic you write a postcard to your Spanish teacher and tell him / her about “El Carnaval” celebration.  

Materials Needed:  construction paper / markers 

Teacher Notes:  Students make a postcard by drawing a picture that represents what happens at the carnival in the Dominican Republic and writing some facts about it.  

Scoring Criteria / Rubric:   Attached

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does not Meet Expectations

	Do I understand you?
(Comprehensibility)


	I read your postcard and understood it without difficulty.
	I read your postcard and understood it. 


	I did not clearly understand your postcard. 



	How well do I use the Spanish language?

(Language Control & Vocabulary Use)

	I am mostly correct when producing simple sentences and make errors when creating with the language.
My writing is rich in appropriate vocabulary.
	I am mostly correct with memorized language.

I use basic vocabulary when writing the postcard.
	I am correct only at the word level.

I use a limited number of words and often repeat the same vocabulary.

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?
(Impact)


	My writing is engaging and shows effort to appeal to the audience’s interest.


	I make some effort to maintain the reader’s interest.
	I make no effort to maintain the reader’s interest. 

	How well do I organize the presentation?

(Communication Strategies)

	My postcard has a greeting, a message, and closing. 

My main ideas are supported with examples.


	My postcard has a greeting, a message, and closing.

 
	I present information in a random manner. 

 

	How well would I pass for a native speaker?

(Cultural Awareness)
	I demonstrate some awareness of cultural appropriateness in the language and greetings that I use. 
	
	


Novice-Mid Presentational Rubric
El carnaval en  La República Dominicana
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