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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESMENT

GERMAN
TOA Title: 

Discovering Art in Germany
Theme: 

Art Appreciation

Level:


Pre-Advanced

TOA Overview:    

During your stay in Germany as an exchange student, you learn to appreciate the variety of artworks featured in German museums. You will first read an article about an exhibit at a museum in Stuttgart and then visit an art museum with your host family and discuss several artworks. Upon your return to the US, you will present your new experiences in the form of an article for the German Club newspaper or a PowerPoint presentation for the German Club. 

Copyright information: 

This TOA requires use of the following article:

“Der Talisman des Marc Chagall”, in: Brigitte. Das Magazin für Frauen.  20/ 1998, pp. 102-103

TOA Title: 

Discovering Art in Germany

Task Title: 

Der Talisman des Marc Chagall
Theme: 

Art Appreciation
Level: 


Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  15 – 18 years
National Standards Goals: 

Communication
Cultures
Comparisons

Communicative Mode: 

Interpretive


Time Frame:  One class period (45 minutes) 

Description of Task: 
You have just arrived in the city of Stuttgart in Germany. While still at the airport, you immediately buy a magazine to get some change for your new Euros. What a surprise! The magazine contains an article about a new art exhibit at the Staatsgalerie, a famous museum in Stuttgart.  Your cultural discovery tour can begin! Read the article to find out more about the artist featured in this exhibit. 
Materials Needed:  magazine article: “Der Talisman des Marc Chagall” from: Brigitte 

20/ 1998, pp. 102-103; pencil

Teacher Notes:  Before reading this article, students have already discussed a variety of artworks, including content, artistic styles and techniques. They are able to describe artworks and to identify some styles in German.  

“Der Talisman des Marc Chagall”

Interpretive Task for Pre-Advanced Level

Read the article “Der Talisman des Marc Chagall” and look at the accompanying illustrations. Then answer the questions below in English unless otherwise noted. 

I. Skim the text. What do you think is the main purpose of this article? (in English) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Now read the article more closely and write what the following four words probably mean in English:
A. Phantasie: 

B. Zauberwelt:

C. Kindheitserinnerungen: 

D. solitär: 

What information can you gather from the article and the illustrations about the artist and his work? Find at least two words or expressions in the text that describe:

a. the artist: ___________________  ________________________________


b. the subjects of his lithographs ___________________ ___________________

III. After reading the text and looking at the illustrations, answer the following questions in German: 

1. Was sind die Hauptinspirationen für Chagalls Lithographien?

2. Wann hat Chagall begonnen, sich in seinem Werk mit  Lithographien zu beschäftigen? 

3. Welche Information gibt der Artikel über Chagalls Persönlichkeit?  

IV. Interpretation. Markiere mit  “R”  (für richtig) oder “F” (für falsch), ob die folgenden Aussagen die Meinung der Autorin widerspiegeln oder nicht. Korrigiere die falschen Aussagen mit Passagen aus dem Text und finde das richtige Zitat vom Text. (in German) 

a. Nach Meinung der Autorin war Chagall ein Künstler, der von seinen Kollegen und dem Publikum geliebt wurde. ______________________________________________________________

b. Die Autorin sagt, dass die Ausstellung in der Staatsgalerie in Stuttgart das Gesamtwerk von Chagall repräsentiert. 

_____________________________________________________________

c. Nach Meinung der Autorin ist diese Ausstellung nicht repräsentativ für Chagalls Lithographien.  ____________________________________________________________

V. Understanding Chagall and his art: 

How do you interpret the statement in the text:  “Chagall stellt die Welt auf den Kopf”? Find examples that justify this quote. (in German)

VI.      Your reaction to the text. Please answer in German 

Was denkst du über den Artikel? Würdest du jetzt gerne diese Ausstellung besuchen? Warum oder warum nicht?

	
	Exceeds expectations
	Meets expectations
	Does not meet expectations

	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea of the text and most supporting details

	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details
	Identifies the main idea of the text but only few supporting details 

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.

Identifies all correct and incorrect statements about the text with support from text passages.

Understands the questions and answers them in detail in his/her own words.

Elaborates on own opinion.

	Infers meaning of most unfamiliar words in new contexts. 


Identifies most correct and incorrect statements about the text with support from text passages. 


Understands questions and answers them with some detail in his/her own words. 


Gives own opinion with some detail.
	Infers meaning of cognates and only few unfamiliar words in new contexts. 


Only identifies few correct and incorrect statements with support from text passages. 


Does not answer questions in his/ her own words, does not elaborate on own opinion. 

	Cultural Awareness
	Understands the idiomatic statement in text and can relate it to artwork with detail.
	Understands the idiomatic statement in text and can relate it to artwork with some detail.

	Does not understand the idiomatic statement in text and cannot relate it to artwork.


Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric

Discovering Art in Germany

TOA Title: 

Discovering Art in Germany

Task Title: 

A Tour at the Museum and You are the Guides!

Theme: 

Art Appreciation
Level: 


Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  15 - 18 years

National Standards Goals:  

Communication
Cultures
Connections
Comparisons 



Communicative Mode: 

Interpersonal


Time Frame:   depends on class size; per group of three students about 10 minutes 

Description of Task:

During your stay as an exchange student in Germany, your host family’s child and a friend invite you to go to the art museum with them. This is your chance to show off your German skills and your knowledge about art! The three of you walk through the galleries and describe your favorite art works to each other. In your conversation, include some biographical information that you have learned in your classes about the artists, including information about their works and the times when they lived, characteristics of their style and techniques, and their importance in the art world. Be sure to ask and respond to questions and to elaborate as much as you can.

Materials Needed:  art illustrations (posters, print outs from internet)

Teacher Notes:  Try to set up your classroom like a gallery. The classroom should be decorated with posters and illustrations of a variety of artists and artistic styles, including, if possible, a painting or lithograph by Marc Chagall (relating to the interpretive assessment). Students will work in groups of three on this assignment. They have seen most of the art works before and are familiar with the specialized vocabulary and content. Very important: this is an oral assessment; students should not use notes or read off a text. 

Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric
Discovering Art in Germany

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 


Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 


Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. 


Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Sustains and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways.


Involves partners all the time.


Is able to circumlocute and self-correct.


Speaks with fluency. 
	Sustains conversation and sometimes is able to clarify.


Involves partners most of the time. 


Is able to circumlocute and self-correct at times.


Unnatural pauses may disrupt the flow.    
	Shows limited ability to sustain conversation and/ or clarify. Is not able to involve partner in conversation.


Is not able to circumlocute successfully. 

Repeated unnatural pauses disrupt the flow.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners. 
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs where appropriate and in connected sentences.
	Sometimes speaks in paragraphs, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Speaks in often unconnected sentences with few complex sentences.

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive and topic-related vocabulary to complete the task
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task, little or no topic-related vocabulary and/or English

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding.


	Responses demonstrate understanding most of the time.
	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding.

	Cultural Awareness
	Consistently provides evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures. 


Gives detailed background information on artworks and artists. 


Demonstrates an understanding of culture through comments and questions.  
	Provides some evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  

Gives some information on artworks and artists.


Demonstrates some understanding of culture through comments and questions.  
	Provides little evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  

Gives little or no background information on artist and artworks.


Demonstrates little understanding of culture


TOA Title: 

Discovering Art in Germany

Task Title: 

Who’s Your Artist? 

Theme: 

Art Appreciation

Level: 


Pre-Advanced 




Focus Age Group:  15 - 18 years

National Standards Goals: 

Communication
Cultures
Connections

Comparisons



Communicative Mode:  

Presentational

Time Frame:  Three class periods (45 minutes), with additional time at home for internet use and research

Description of Task: 
You have just returned from your exchange program in Germany where you have visited several museums. Memories are still fresh and you want to share your experiences. The German club has asked you to share your knowledge with the German students, either in the form of a power point presentation or an article for the German club newspaper. For the article, write a text (in your own words) about your favorite German artist and his work (include 3-4 printouts from the internet or books, in color). For your power point presentation, prepare different slides with the most important information organized in bullet form. Your description will include one description of a work of art by this artist, in which you focus on the format, composition, artistic technique and style, as well as the meaning of this art work. Also explain why you chose this artist for your presentation, and refer to his or her importance and influence on German culture. Do not forget to list your sources.

Materials Needed:  internet, art books, poster board/ paper, markers, pencil, pens

Teacher Notes:  Students will do most of the research/ preparation for this presentation at home or in a computer lab. Students will work individually. The portfolios will be self-evaluated and peer-evaluated, in addition to feedback from the teacher. 

Adaptations:  Students with access to the internet can also create a PowerPoint Presentation 

Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric
Discovering Art in Germany

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 


Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 


Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. 


Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with some cohesive devices.  

Speaks/writes with fluency. Includes anecdotes and detailed examples. 

Consistently original and convincing with details.
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with few cohesive devices.


Pauses a few times, disrupting the flow.


Includes some original ideas and some details.
	Focuses mostly on task completion; paying little attention to organization and flow of presentation. 


Includes very few or no original ideas and details, is very general.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks/Writes in paragraphs and connected sentences.
	Speaks/Writes in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Speaks/Writes in strings of sentences, some complex sentences.

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.


Describes and compares in detail.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task. 

Describes and compares with some detail.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task, uses little theme-related vocabulary and may use English.

	Cultural Awareness
	Consistently provides evidence of culturally appropriate language. 


Presentation of artist and artwork show thorough research and understanding of cultural products and perspectives. 
	Provides some evidence of culturally appropriate language. 


Presentation of artist and artwork show some understanding of cultural products and perspectives.  
	Provides little evidence of culturally appropriate language.  


Presentation lacks detail and shows little understanding of cultural products and perspectives.
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