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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT 

SPANISH
TOA Title:

¡A las Islas Galápagos! (Let’s Go to the Galapagos!)
Theme:  

The Environment: El medio ambiente
Level:


Pre-Advanced

TOA Overview:
Your Spanish teacher has announced that FLENJ is sponsoring a contest for seniors enrolled in Spanish V this year.  The winner of the contest will win a two week all expenses paid trip to the Galapagos Islands off the coast of Ecuador to experience the natural beauty of these ancient islands and their inhabitants and to use your language skills.

First you will need to brainstorm anything that you already know about the Galapagos Islands; then you will need to read an article about the “inhabitants” of the islands and their interesting relationship with tourists and complete some comprehension activities to show that you have understood the article. 

What a coincidence!  Your best friend invites you to a party at her/his house and at the party you meet a senior from J. P. Stevens, who is also going to compete in the FLENJ essay contest.  This is a great opportunity to share some of the research that you each have found out about the Galapagos Islands.  As you ask and answer questions be sure to make sure that you completely answer your partner’s questions and that you thoroughly understand your partner’s answers by asking follow-up questions if necessary to clarify.  As you learn new information file it away for your essay that you will be writing in class this week.  

Task Title: 

¡A las Islas Galápagos!
Theme: 

The Environment: El medio ambiente
Level: 


Pre-Advanced


Focus Age Group:  Seniors 17 – 18 years old


National Standards Goals: 
Communication    Cultures 
Connections
 Comparisons
  Communities
Communicative Mode: 
Interpretive


Time Frame:  One class of 42 minutes
Description of Task: 
Your Spanish teacher has announced that FLENJ is sponsoring a contest for seniors enrolled in Spanish V this year.  The winner of the contest will win a two week all expenses paid trip to the Galapagos Islands off the coast of Ecuador to experience the natural beauty of these ancient islands and their inhabitants and to use your language skills.
First you will need to brainstorm anything that you already know about the Galapagos Islands; then you will need to read an article about the “inhabitants” of the islands and their interesting relationship with tourists and complete some comprehension activities to show that you have understood the article. 

Materials Needed: 1) Article: “Para los animales de las Islas Galápagos los humanos son objeto de curiosidad” obtained at www.eltiempo.com ; 2) a comprehension packet; and 3) a graphic organizer for the research activity “Investigaciones”.
Teacher Notes:  It is a conscious choice that the questions in this assessment are written in English so that the assessment will truly assesses the students’ interpretive abilities and not their control of specific vocabulary items. However, teachers may choose to ask and have the questions answered in Spanish.

There is a research activity and a graphic organizer included in the packet to be completed by students after reading this article before moving on to the Interpersonal Phase of this assessment.  It may be assigned as a homework assignment to be used in the ensuing days in class to develop the vocabulary that the students will need for the Interpersonal Phases of the assessment.
If you have native speakers and/or heritage speakers in the class it may be advantageous to set up small cooperative groups (with at least one native speaker and/or heritage speaker in each group) to share information regarding specific topics from the research activity before beginning the whole class session.  This will foster high level, precise vocabulary development for all students.
Be sure to review the rubric with the students before beginning the comprehension packet.
Nombre ____________________________

Fecha _______________________

I. Preparation Phase:  Your Spanish teacher announced in class today that FLENJ is sponsoring a contest for seniors enrolled in Spanish V this year.  The winner of the contest will win a two week all expenses paid trip to the Galapagos Islands off the coast of Ecuador to experience the ecological wonders of these ancient islands.  She told you that tomorrow in class you will be reading an article about the Galapagos Islands dealing with the relationship between the animals inhabiting the islands and the human beings visiting the islands.  On the way home from school you begin to think:

A. What do you already know about the Galapagos Islands?

B. Why does this contest appeal to you?

Nombre ____________________________

Fecha _______________________

I. Comprehension Phase:  The next day in class your Spanish teacher asks you to read the article “Para los animales de las Islas Galápagos los humanos son objeto de curiosidad” and to answer the questions based on the article in order to better understand the relationship between the animals of the islands and the human visitors.

A. Main Idea.  Using information from the article provide the main idea(s) of the article in English.

B. Supporting Information.  For each of the following statements:  1) circle the number of each detail below that is mentioned in the article (some may be distracters) and 2) highlight the sentence in the article that substantiates that particular detail and write the number of the corresponding question in the margin.

1. Sometimes the animals actually approach the tourists rather than fleeing.  

2. One of the giant turtles was a prototype for a famous character in a popular American movie.  

3. The animals of the Galapagos Islands seem to be wary of the human visitors.

4. The animals’ well-being is being jeopardized by the constant influx of tourists.

5. The erupting volcanoes on the islands continue to endanger both the animals and the tourists.

6. The guides warn the tourists not to disturb the animals in their natural habitat.

7. The animals go about their daily routines not seeming to fear the human beings.

8. Some of the current species of animals on the islands resemble prehistoric creatures.

C. Concept Inferences.  “Read between the lines” in order to answer these questions in English.

1. How does the author view the relationship between the animals that inhabit the Galapagos Islands and the human beings that visit the islands?

2. What does the author want you to understand about the ecosystem of the Galapagos Islands?

3. What is the author’s tone in the article?  Give examples.

D. Author’s perspective.  Circle the number of the perspective or point of view you think the author adopted as s/he wrote the article and justify your answer with information from the text.

1. This article suggests that human beings should avoid coming to the Galapagos Islands because their presence is detrimental to the well-being of the animals inhabiting the islands.

2. This article suggests that the animals of the Galapagos Islands seem to be able to coexist with the presence of human visitors.

3. This article suggests that the human species needs to take a more active role in the preservation of the natural habitats of the animals of the Galapagos Islands.

Justification from the text:  _______________________________________

E. Comparing Cultural Perspectives.  Answer the following questions in English.

1. What did you learn about the Galapagos Islands from this article?

2. How would this article be the same or different if it had been written for a U.S. newspaper and audience instead of a South American newspaper and audience? Compare and contrast.

F. Personal Reaction to the text.  Using specific information from the article, describe your personal reaction to the article.  Be sure to provide reasons that support your reaction.

G. Meaning from context.  Based on the article write what the word probably means in English.

1. surca  (Line 36)___________________________________

2. desprecio(Line 45)  ________________________________

3. dar por descontado (Line 15) ________________________

4. cuna (Line 1)_____________________________________

5. herencia (Line 17) _________________________________

 Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric

¡A las Islas Galápagos!
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTTIONS

	Literal Comprehension


	Identifies the main idea and many supporting details.

	Identifies the main idea and some, but not many supporting details.
	Does not identify the main idea and identifies few supporting details.

	
Interpretive Comprehension

Cultural Awareness
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.

Infers and interprets the author’s intent.

Accurately identifies the author’s perspectives and some of the cultural perspectives.

	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.

Infers and interprets some of the author’s intent.

Identifies some of the author’s perspectives and a few of the cultural perspectives.
	Infers meaning of few unfamiliar words in new contexts.

Does not infer or interpret the author’s intent.

Does not identify the author’s perspectives and/or the cultural perspectives.


TOA Title:

¡A las Islas Galápagos!
Task Title:

¡Qué casualidad!
Theme: 

The Environment:  El medio ambiente
Level: 


Pre-Advanced


Focus Age Group:  Seniors 17 – 18 years old

National Standards Goals: 

Communication       Cultures 
       Connections         Comparisons


Communicative Mode:   

Interpersonal


Time Frame:  One class period of 42 minutes

Description of Task: 
What a coincidence!  Your best friend invites you to a party at her/his house and at the party you meet a senior from J. P. Stevens, who is also going to compete in the FLENJ essay contest.  This is a great oppportunity to share some of the research that you each have found out about the Galapagos Islands.  As you ask and answer questions be sure to make sure that you completely answer your partner’s questions and that you thoroughly understand your partner’s answers by asking follow-up questions if necessary to clarify.  As you learn new information file it away for your essay that you will be writing in class this week.
Materials Needed:  Video camera to record the conversations (if you wish).

Teacher Notes:  This assessment should be completed all in Spanish with a partner. If you have native speakers and/or heritage speakers you should make a conscious decision whether or not you want to pair them up with other native speakers and/or heritage speakers or with non-native speakers.  Also, it is imperative that the students have the rubric before they begin the task.

Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric\
¡A las Islas Galápagos!
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Very accurate in present, past and future.  


	You can narrate and describe some of the time in past, present and future. 

Most accurate in present tense. Less accuracy when describing in past and future.  
	Most accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when describing in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Starts, continues and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways. 
	Starts and maintains conversation and is able to clarify sometimes. 


	Can keep the conversation going and can ask and answer questions. 



	Comprehensibility
	Easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.

Speaks in paragraphs and connected thoughts


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  

Speaks in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected thoughts.  
	Generally understood by those used to dealing with language learners.  

Strings of sentences, some complex sentences.



	Vocabulary
	Is able to consistently use an extensive vocabulary to talk about task.

	Is able to use an adequate vocabulary to talk about the task.

	Vocabulary is inadequate.


Investigaciones

Directions:  You will research the Galapagos Islands and complete the graphic organizer as you conduct your research on the six mentioned areas. Be sure to do your Internet research in Spanish so that your vocabulary will be precise.
                           Temas                                                Mis investigaciones                    
	1. Una perspectiva histórica de las Islas Galápagos
	

	2. rasgos geográficos, geológicos y meteorológicos de las Islas Galápagos
	

	3. Las plantas y animales de las Islas Galápagos
	

	4. Los fenómenos ecológicos y naturales de las Islas Galápagos
	

	5. Cualquier peligros y/o avisos para los turistas


	

	6. Cualquier otra información interesante o importante para los turistas
	


TOA Title:

¡A las Islas Galápagos!
Task Title: 

¡Yo voy a ganar!
Theme: 

The Environment: El medio ambiente
Level:  

Pre-Advanced


Focus Age Group:   Seniors 17 – 18 years old

National Standards Goals: 
Communication    Cultures     Connections     Comparisons     Communities

Communicative Mode: 
Presentational

Time Frame:  One class period of 42 minutes

Description of Task:
Finally you are ready to write your letter to the FLENJ committee describing why you would be the best candidate to go to the Galapagos Islands based on your knowledge and understanding of the ecological relationships existing in the Galapagos Islands. Make sure to include as much as your research as possible including the conversation you had with the student from J. P. Stevens.
Materials Needed:  Computer Lab 
Teacher Notes:  This section should be completed in Spanish without any notes or dictionaries.  Be sure to distribute the rubric ahead of time to the students so that they will be focused on the criteria as they write their essay.

Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric

¡A las Islas Galápagos!
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Comprehensibility
	Easily understood by native speakers unaccustomed to the writing of language learners; clear evidence of culturally appropriate language.
	Although there may be some confusion, generally understood by native speakers unaccustomed to the writing of language learners.
	Generally understood by native speakers accustomed to the writing of language learners.

	Impact:  Creative Use of the Language
	The letter is engaging and completely sustains the reader’s interest by using language in a creative way consistently. (Can I please go with you?)
	The letter is somewhat engaging and generally sustains the reader’s interest by using language in a creative way at times. (Tell me about it when you come back!) 
	The letter is rather mundane and uninteresting; it does not sustain the reader’s interest; it shows little creative use of language.  (Do you really want to go?)

	Language Function
	Extremely effectively describes why you would be the best candidate for the trip constantly using all major time frames and providing extensive and relevant details; extremely well organized paragraphs with an effective introduction and conclusion.
	Describes why you would be the best candidate for the trip usually using major time frames when appropriate and providing some interesting and relevant details; reasonably well organized paragraphs with an introduction and a conclusion.
	Describes why you would be the best candidate for the trip paying little attention to major time frames and providing little relevant and/or interesting details; poorly organized; maybe lacking an introduction and/or a conclusion.

	Language Control
	Mostly accurate in all time frames; errors do not interfere with the communication or detract from the message.


	Sometimes accurate in all time frames, but mostly accurate in the present tense; some errors are evident in more advanced structures, but generally do not impede the communication.
	Sometimes accurate in the present tense, although not consistently; errors interfere with the communication and impede the message at times.
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