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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT

SPANISH

TOA Title:

Un cuentecillo triste

Theme:

Relationships

Level:

Pre-Advanced

TOA Overview:

You are an exchange student in Colombia. You start browsing through the Sunday edition of the newspaper “El tiempo”, and notice a short story in the literary section. After reading “Un cuentecillo triste”, you and your new Colombian friend meet at a café and start talking about the story you just read. After exchanging your impressions of the story, you discuss how your ideal date would be, and describe your first date (or first day at school or first job or meeting someone new) and the feelings that accompanied that event. Due to the popularity of the story among your friends and other young readers of the town, the newspaper “El tiempo” organizes a contest to finish the story. You are asked to write a continuation of the story. You will need to create a second date and imagine an ending to the story. The winners will enjoy a weekend at the estate of the author at Aracataca in the Caribbean.  


Task Title: 

Un cuentecillo triste

Theme:       

Relationships
Level:         

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 years

National Standards Goals: 

Communication

Communicative Mode:

Interpretive



Time Frame:  One 60 minute period 
Description of Task:  
You are an exchange student in Colombia. While you are waiting for one of your new Colombian friends in a local café, you start browsing through the Sunday edition of the newspaper “El tiempo”, and find a short story in the literary section. You start reading it and find it very interesting.

Materials Needed:
García Márquez, Gabriel. Mondadori, Grijalbo. (1981) “Un cuentecillo triste.”Obra periodística, Vol. I, Textos costeños  

Adaptations: This assessment can be modified according to the level of the students.

Pre-reading Questions: Before reading the story, students should discuss the following questions in pairs. These questions can be assigned as homework or done as a pre-reading activity in the class.

1. ¿Te parece importante tener un novio o novia? ¿Por qué?

2. ¿Qué estarías dispuesto a hacer para encontrar pareja?

3. ¿Escribirías un anuncio personal en un periódico o en la telaraña mundial? Justifica tu respuesta.
4. ¿Cómo describirías a tu compañero/a ideal?
Questions for Interpretive Assessment:  Pre-Advanced

1. ¿Es “Un cuentecillo triste” un buen título para este cuento? Justifica tu respuesta basándote en ejemplos del cuento.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Decide si las siguientes oraciones son verdaderas (v) o falsas (f) según el texto. Corrige las falsas.

a) El chico decidió buscar una novia porque se sentía muy solo. (    )

____________________________________________________________

b) El muchacho esperó más de una semana hasta que recibió la primera carta de la muchacha. (    )

____________________________________________________________

c)  La muchacha llegó a la cita antes de la hora acordada. (    )

____________________________________________________________

d) Los dos muchachos conversaron animadamente. (    )

____________________________________________________________

3. Lee el cuento y contesta las siguientes preguntas con frases completas.

a. ¿Por qué pensaba la muchacha que sería compatible con el muchacho?

____________________________________________________________

b. ¿Qué pensaba el joven de la apariencia física de la muchacha?

____________________________________________________________

c. ¿Por qué temía el muchacho la llegada del domingo?

____________________________________________________________

d. ¿Cuándo y dónde decidieron encontrarse los jóvenes?

____________________________________________________________

e. ¿Cómo reconoció el joven a la muchacha?

____________________________________________________________

f. ¿Qué hacía la muchacha mientras el muchacho terminaba su limonada?

____________________________________________________________

g. ¿Qué hicieron los jóvenes cuando salieron del café?

____________________________________________________________

h. ¿Dónde se sentaron en el teatro?

____________________________________________________________

4. Usando la información del cuento, explica el significado de estas palabras.
a. aviso (párrafo 1):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

b. retrato (párrafo 3):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

c. hojeó (párrafo 5):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

d. contraseñas (párrafo 6):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

e. bostezar (párrafo 6):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

f. butaca (párrafo 6):

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5. ¿Entendiste lo que el autor quería decir? 

Lee el cuento otra vez y responde esta pregunta basándote en el cuento. Justifica tu respuesta.

¿Qué piensa el autor de los dos personajes?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Y tú ¿qué opinas?

Basándote en el cuento que has leído, contesta estas preguntas.

a. ¿Crees que los jóvenes se encontrarán otra vez el próximo domingo? ¿Por qué?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. ¿Piensas que los jóvenes han encontrado a su pareja ideal? ¿Por qué?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. En tu opinión, ¿cuál sería la palabra más importante de este cuento? ¿Por qué? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pre Advanced Interpretive Rubric
 Un cuentecillo triste
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea of the text and supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text but only a few supporting details.

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Identifies all correct and incorrect statements about the text.

Understands the questions and answers them in detail.

Elaborates on own opinion.


	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Identifies most correct and incorrect statements about the text.

Understands the questions and answers them with some detail.

Gives own opinion with some detail.


	Infers meaning of cognates and word families and a few unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Only identifies few correct and incorrect statements about the text.

Does not understand the questions or does not answer them in detail.

Does not elaborate on own opinion.





Task Title:  

Un cuentecillo triste

Theme:         

Relationships
Level:           

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 
National Standards Goals:   
Communication
Communicative Mode:     

Interpersonal

Time Frame:  Two 60 minute periods (or 5-10 minutes per student pair)
Description of Task: 

Estudiante A:

After reading “Un cuentecillo triste”, your new Colombian friend arrives and you tell him/her about the story you have just read. He/she also read the story in the newspaper and found it very engaging. After exchanging your impressions of the story, you want to know his/her thoughts on an ideal first date. Then you ask him/her to remember his first date or first day at a new school, or new job, or meeting someone new. 

Estudiante B:

You meet your American friend at the café, and he/she tells you about the story he/she read in the newspaper. You are glad to hear it because you also read it and enjoyed it very much. After exchanging your impressions of the story, your friend asks you about your ideas for an ideal first date. You also want to know his opinion and ask him the same question. Then both of you talk about your first dates or first day at a new school or new job and meeting someone new.

Both students need to include:

· A detailed description of their ideal date (time of the day, place, person, activities, etc.)

· A description of their first date/first day at school/first job/meeting someone new and the feelings that accompanied that event.

Materials Needed:  Situation cards.

Adaptations:  This assessment can be modified according to the level of students.

Pre Advanced Interpersonal Rubric 

Un cuentecillo triste
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Language Function


	Describes in past and present with detail most of the time. 

Is able to talk about a hypothetical situation using conditional tenses.

Is very accurate in present, past and conditional tenses.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and conditional tenses. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and conditional tenses.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when using past and conditional tenses.

	Communication Strategies
	Starts, continues and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways when necessary.
Is able to circumlocute.


	Starts and maintains conversation and sometimes is able to make necessary clarifications.

Is able to circumlocute at times.
	Can keep the conversation going only by asking and answering questions.

Is not able  to circumlocute successfully

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs (where appropriate) and connected sentences.

	Speaks in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Speaks in strings of unconnected sentences.

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task


	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding 


	Responses demonstrate understanding most of the time
	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding



Task Title:  

Un cuentecillo triste
Theme:        

Relationships
Level:            

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 
National Standards Goals:  

Communication
Communicative Mode:  

Presentational
Time Frame:  One 60 minute period 
Description of Task: 

Due to the success of the story among the young readers of the town, the newspaper “El tiempo” organizes a contest to finish the story. Write a continuation of the story. Create a second date and imagine an end to the story. The winners will enjoy a weekend in the estate of the author in Aracataca in the Caribbean. 

Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric
Un cuentecillo triste
	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Language Function


	Narrates and describes the second date in the past with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in past.   


	Narrates and describes the second date with some accuracy in the past. 

  
	Describes the second date with accuracy in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when writing in the past.

	Communication Strategies
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with some cohesive devices.  Writes with fluency. Includes anecdotes and detailed examples.
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with few cohesive devices. Includes some anecdotes and examples.
	Focuses mostly on task completion, paying little attention to organization.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Writes in paragraphs and connected sentences.
	Writes in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Writes in strings of sentences, some complex sentences may appear. 

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.
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