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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT

ITALIAN

TOA Title:

  Una Villa in Italia

Theme:

   Leisure Time

Level:


   Intermediate -Low

TOA Overview:

Your parents have decided to buy a vacation home in Italy.  They look through an Italian magazine and see an ad with a picture of a house they like.  They don’t read Italian, so they ask you to read the ad. You read the ad and provide your parents with information in English about the villa. Your parents are very interested in the property and ask you to call the real estate agent in Italy to get more information.  The agent also wants some information about the prospective buyer.  He/she responds to your questions and then asks you a few of his/her own.  Your parents purchase the villa, so you are able to spend the summer in Italy.  You use the house as your base and take trips to famous cities. You see many interesting historical sites and are enjoying many cultural experiences. You write a letter to a friend in your Italian class telling him/her what you are doing this summer.  In the letter, you also recount an interesting experience. 

Task Title:     

Una Villa in Italia
Theme:  

Leisure Time

Level:


Intermediate-Low


Focus Age Group:  15-18 years

National Standards Goals :

Communication
Cultures 
  

Communicative Mode:  

Interpretive


Time Frame:   One 40 minute class period

Description of Task:

Your parents have decided to buy a vacation home in Italy.  They look through an Italian magazine and see an ad with a picture of a house that they like.  They don’t read Italian, so they ask you to read the ad and jot down information for them.

Materials Needed:   Magazine ad, pen and paper

Teacher Notes:   This ad comes from the magazine Isole Giu/Luglio 2002  p.49

Interpretive Task

Description of Task:

Your parents have decided to buy a vacation home in Italy.  They look through an Italian magazine and see an ad with a picture of house that they like.  They don’t read Italian, so they ask you to read the ad.

A.  You look at the ad to see if it has the features that your parents want to have in the house they will buy. You put a check next to the feature that the house in the ad does have.

1.______   This house is near the sea.

2.______  There is only one model of the house available.

3.______  A home security system is included.

4.______   This house is one of a group of houses in a tourist village.

5.______  This house has modern conveniences.

6.______  It is only available for summer rental.

7.______  Some of the houses can accommodate two families.

8.______  The size of the house can change according to your family’s needs.

9.______  This house is available for purchase only through an agent.

10._____  You can custom design your kitchen.
B.  You write the answers to the questions your parents ask in English.

1.  How can we find out more information about the house?

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the area of Italy in which the house is located?

_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Is there an area where we can sit outside and/or grow vegetables?

_________________________________________________________
4. Is it possible to make new friends in the area?  Explain.

______________________________________________

5. What activities can you do in the surrounding area if you stay there

     during the summer?
      _____________________________________________________
C.    You refer to the ad and read about the features of the house.  List three reasons your parents should buy this house.

    1.____________________________________________________

   2._____________________________________________________

   3._____________________________________________________

D.   In what ways would the lifestyle be similar or different to how you usually spend your summer?



                               







   Similarities





Differences
	
	

	
	

	
	


E.  The ad claims that this house can have many purposes.  Explain how

it measures up to these claims, using information in the ad to arrive at your conclusion:
a. “per cambiare vita”____________________________________

______________________________________________________

b.  “per fare un ottimo investimento”________________________

______________________________________________________

c.  “e` piu` confortevole”__________________________________

_______________________________________________________

d.  “il centro dei tuoi desideri” _____________________________

_______________________________________________________

e.  “trascorrere vacanze serene”_____________________________

_______________________________________________________
Intermediate-Low Interpretive Reading Rubric
Una Villa in Italia
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Can I identify the main idea?

(Main Idea)

	I identify the main ideas presented in the text.  


	I do not identify the main ideas of the text.



	Can I understand supporting details?

(Comprehension)


	I provide strong support for the decision to purchase the house, giving several reasons based upon information in ad.
	I provide some support for purchase of the house, giving some reasons based upon information in ad.
	I provide little support for purchase of the

house. I do not refer to information provided in ad.

	Can I infer meaning?

(Interpretation)
	I infer the meaning of most phrases in context.

My responses demonstrate some cultural awareness.
	I infer the meaning of a few phrases in context.

My responses demonstrate little cultural awareness.
	I do not infer meaning of phrases in

context.

My responses do not demonstrate cultural awareness.


Task Title:

Una Villa in Italia

Theme:

Leisure Time 





Level:


Intermediate-Low



Focus Age Group:  15-18 years

National Standards Goals :

Communication   
Cultures 
  

Communicative Mode:

Interpersonal


Time Frame:
 One 40 minute class period

Description of Task:

You provide your parents with information in English on the villa. Your parents are very interested in the property and ask you to call the real estate agent in Italy to get more information.  The agent also wants some information about prospective buyer.  He/she responds to your questions and then asks you a few of his/her own.

Materials Needed:  None   (You may want to tape record or videotape the interview.)  

Teacher Notes:  The teacher assumes the role of the real estate agent. You should be prepared to ask students questions on family background, what the family is looking for and their intentions for buying a home in Italy.  You may use formal address in asking questions (Lei)

Suggested questions:

1.  Di  dove sei?

2.  Quante persone ci sono nella tua famiglia?

3.  Di quante stanze hai bisogno?

4.  Vuoi comprare la casa per vivere in Italia?  Perche`?

5.  Che lavoro fa tuo padre/tua madre?  Descrivi il lavoro. 

6.  Come sono  i tuoi genitori?  

7.  Qual e` il tuo numero di telefono?  

8.  Ti posso contattare via posta elettronica?

9.  Hai mai visitato l’Italia?  Quando?

10.  Che cosa hai visto in Italia?/ Dove sei stato/a?

Intermediate-Low Interpersonal Speaking Rubric

Una Villa in Italia

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS

	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	How well do I understand?

(Comprehension)
	I respond appropriately to most of the real estate agent’s questions and statements.

My responses are mostly logical and on topic. 
	I respond to several of the real estate agent’s questions. 

My responses are generally logical and on topic. 
	I may respond appropriately to a 

few of the owner’s questions and comments.

My responses are occasionally logical and on topic.

	How well am I understood?

(Comprehensibility)
	I am consistently understood.

My ideas are clearly expressed.


	I am generally understood.

Most of my ideas are clearly expressed.
	I am understood, with occasional difficulty.  

 My pronunciation is often unclear and errors interfere with comprehension.

Some of my ideas may not be clear.

	How well did I use my vocabulary?

(Language Use &
Vocabulary)
	I use a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic most of the time. 


	I use a range of vocabulary that accomplishes the task.  However, occasionally I may use the wrong word or expression.  
	I use basic vocabulary and resort to English when I am unable to communicate my message.

	How well do I keep the conversation going?

(Communication Strategies)
	I ask and answer questions to maintain the conversation and to clarify.  At times, I paraphrase to make myself understood.

I make appropriate comments to the real estate agent.
	I maintain a simple conversation by asking some questions, but I don’t ask for clarification.

I attempt to make comments.

I repeat words and/or use isolated question words if unsure of meaning.
	I respond to direct questions, and ask simple questions.

Some of my questions and/or comments may not be on topic.

I may repeat words when unsure of meaning 

	How well do I  communicate?

(Text Type)
	I create with the language by using strings of sentences.
	I create with the language by  using simple sentences and some strings of sentences.
	I use simple sentences, isolated words, and memorized phrases.

	How well do I demonstrate cultural understanding?

(Cultural Awareness)
	I include comments or questions that reflect knowledge of Italian traditions, practices and/or products.
	I include a comment or question that reflect knowledge of Italian traditions, practices and/or products.
	My questions and statements are unrelated to Italian traditions, practices and/or products.


Task Title:  
 
Una villa in Italia
Theme:
 
 Leisure Time

Level:


Intermediate-Low



Focus Age Group:  15-18 years

National Standards Goals :

Communication  
Cultures 
  

Communicative Mode:  

 Presentational
Time Frame:  One 40 minute class period

Description of Task:

Your parents purchase the villa so you are able to spend the summer in Italy.  You use the house as your base and take trips to famous cities. You see many interesting historical sites and are enjoying many cultural experiences. You write a letter to a friend in Italian class telling him/her what you are doing this summer. You also recount an interesting experience. 

Materials Needed:  Pen and paper

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	How well do I communicate?
(Text type)
	I describe my trip using well-organized strings sentences.


	I describe my trip using simple sentences and some strings of sentences.  I organize in a logical manner.


	I describe my trip using simple sentences and memorized phrases.  I focus on the completion of the task; I pay little attention to organization. 

	How well am I understood?

(Comprehensibility)
	I am generally understood by those unaccustomed to the writing of language learners.  My ideas are clearly expressed.
	I am generally understood by those accustomed to the writing of language learners.


	I am understood with occasional difficulty by those accustomed to the writing of language learners.  



	What kind of vocabulary do I use?

(Language Use & Vocabulary)
	I use a wide range of words and expressions appropriate to describing my experiences in Italy with detail.
	I use a range of vocabulary that accomplishes the task.  However, occasionally I may use the wrong word or expression.
	I use basic vocabulary and resort to English when I am unable to communicate my message. 



	How accurate is my language?

(Language Control)
	I am generally accurate.

I spell almost all words correctly.
	I am sometimes accurate.

I spell most words correctly.
	I am mostly accurate with memorized language.

I spell many words incorrectly and may use words inappropriately.  

	How well do I capture and maintain my audience’s attention?

(Impact)


	I describe my vacation with good choices of phrases, images, and content to maintain the attention of the reader. I provide many supporting details.
	I describe my vacation with some good choices of phrases, images, and content to maintain the attention of the reader. I provide some supporting details.
	I use some phrases to describe my vacation, but my vocabulary conveys very basic information, which does not help to maintain the attention of the reader.  I provide few, if any, supporting details.

	How well do I demonstrate cultural awareness?

(Cultural Awareness)
	I include information and comments that reflect knowledge of Italian traditions, practices and/or products.
	I include some information and comments that reflect knowledge of Italian traditions, practices and/or products.
	My statements reflect little or no Italian traditions, practices and/or products.


Intermediate-low Presentational Writing Rubric
 Una Villa in Italia
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