Christine Leonardis

Edison Township Public Schools 

senoraleonardis@yahoo.com


THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT 

SPANISH
TOA Title:

La fiesta (The Party)


Theme:

How Do I Spend My Free Time?

Level:


Pre-Advanced

TOA Overview:
You heard the song “La Parranda” by Gloria Estefan on the radio and you bought the CD.  You are at home listening to the song and reading the lyrics from the CD cover. You call your friend to tell him/her about the song. You end up telling your friend about what you typically do on the weekends or in your free time.  You discuss what your plans are for this weekend and also discuss a memorable party or event that you went to. Finally, while imagining that you went to the New Year’s party that Gloria Estefan sings about in her song you write an entry in your journal.

Task Title: 

La fiesta

Theme: 

How Do I Spend My Free Time? 

Level:   

Pre-Advanced



Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 years old

National Standards Goals: 

Communication        Cultures         Connections         Comparisons


Communicative Mode: 

Interpretive



Time Frame:  approximately 65 minutes

Description of Task: 
You heard the song “La Parranda” by Gloria Estefan on the radio and you bought the CD.  Now you are at home listening to the song and reading the lyrics from the CD cover.

Materials Needed:  Gloria Estefan’s CD “Abriendo Puertas” and lyrics for “La Parranda”, reading packet and question form

Teacher Notes:  The questions in this assessment are asked and should be answered in English.  Teacher may choose to ask and have questions answered in Spanish.

Nombre:






Fecha:




La Parranda

Preparation Phase: You heard the song “La Parranda” by Gloria Estefan on the radio and you bought the CD.  You are on your way home from the store exploring these questions:

1. What do you know about Gloria Estefan? 




























2. Have you ever listened to her music or do you know any of her songs?
























3. Glance at this song for 30 seconds.  What do you think it is about? Brainstorm some ideas or feelings you may have while listening to this song.




































Nombre:






Fecha:




Comprehension Phase: Now you are at home listening to the song and reading the lyrics from the CD cover. Answer the following based on the song:

1. Main Idea: Using information from the song, in English, provide the main idea of the song.




























































2. Supporting information: Some of the following statements are paraphrasing of lines from the song.   Identify those that are and justify your choice with the line from the song.

A. Tocan instrumentos.









B. Dos personas van a enamorarse. 






C. Celebran un día festivo. 







D. Bailan mucho. 








E. Es la noche vieja.








F. Hay mucha felicidad. 








G. Van a jugar juegos. 








3. Meaning from content: Based on the song, write what you think the following words mean in English:

A. la parranda:









B. acabar:









C. velorio:









D. amanecer:









E. alegría:









4. Concept inferences: Answer the following in English.

A. What does the author/singer want the listener to feel?















B. What is the message of the song for you?

















C. Does the music reflect the lyrics? How? 

















5. Author’s perspective: Circle the letter of the point of view you think the singer had while creating this song. 

A. This is a party song, where everything is happy and magical. Its sounds and rhythms reflect the fun and joy of the people.

B. This is a love song. The rhythmic pattern reflects the intense passion the singer has for her love.

C. This is a friendship song.  It shows how much fun friends can have together while spending time with one another.

Now justify your answer with the lines from the song that show this point of view:

6. Comparing cultural perspectives: Answer the following in English.

A. How do the activities in this song reflect Hispanic culture? Based on what you’ve learned do you feel this is accurate?






































7. Personal reaction: Answer the following in English.

A. Describe what you think about this song:








































































Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric
La fiesta

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea of the text and supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and a few supporting details

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets the author’s intent, perspective and expresses his/her own perspective.


	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets some of author’s intent, perspective and expresses some of his/her own perspectives.


	Infers meaning of cognates and word families and a few unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Does not interpret author’s intent, perspective or express his/her own perspective.



	Cultural Awareness
	Is able to infer cultural perspectives. 


	Is able to infer some cultural perspectives.


	Is able to infer few or no cultural perspectives 




Task Title: 

La fiesta

Theme: 

How Do I Spend My Free Time? 
Level: 


Pre-Advanced



Focus Age Group:  16 - 18 years old

National Standards Goals: 

Communication  
 Connections
 


Communicative Mode:  

Interpersonal


Time Frame:  approximately 5 -10 minutes per pair

Description of Task:
You are talking to your friend about what you typically do on the weekends or in your free time.  Discuss what your plans are for this weekend.  Are you going to a party or a get together? Then discuss a memorable party or event that you went to. Describe the party.  Who was there? What was it like? What did you do? Why was it memorable? Describe something that happened at the party that was funny or unexpected.

Materials Needed:  Activity sheet

Teacher Notes:  This assessment should be completed in Spanish with a partner.

ACTIVITY SHEET

Description of task: You are talking to your friend about your free time.

· Discuss what you typically do on the weekends or in your free time

· Do you participate in sports? Do you spend time with your friends?

· Discuss what your plans are for this weekend.  

· Are you going to a party or a get together? Are you going to spend time with family?

· Then discuss a memorable party or event that you went to. 

· Describe the party.  Who was there? What was it like? What did you do? Why was it memorable? Describe something that happened at the party that was funny or unexpected.

Description of task: You are talking to your friend about your free time.

· Discuss what you typically do on the weekends or in your free time

· Do you participate in sports? Do you spend time with your friends?

· Discuss what your plans are for this weekend.  

· Are you going to a party or a get together? Are you going to spend time with family?

· Then discuss a memorable party or event that you went to. 

· Describe the party.  Who was there? What was it like? What did you do? Why was it memorable? Describe something that happened at the party that was funny or unexpected.

Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric
La fiesta

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS

 EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Starts, continues and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways. 

Is able to circumlocute.

	Starts and maintains conversation and sometimes is able to clarify. 

Is able to circumlocute at times.
	Can keep the conversation going and can ask and answer questions. 

Is not able  to circumlocute successfully.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs and connected sentences.
	Speaks in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Speaks in strings of sentences, some complex sentences.

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding. 


	Responses demonstrate understanding most of the time.
	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding.


	Cultural Awareness
	Consistently provides evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  

Demonstrates an understanding of culture through comments and questions.  
	Provides some evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  

Demonstrates some understanding of culture through comments and questions.  
	Provides little evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  

Demonstrates little understanding of culture.


Task Title: 

La fiesta

Theme: 

How Do I Spend My Free Time? 

Level: 


Pre-Advanced


Focus Age Group:   16 - 18 years old

National Standards Goals: 

Communication    

 


Communicative Mode: 

Presentational

Time Frame:  approximately one class period of 43 minutes

Description of Task: 
Imagine that you went to the New Year’s party that Gloria Estefan sings about in her song.  You have just come home and so you write an entry in your journal describing your experience. Who was there? Who did you go with? What did you do? Did something interesting happen? Then write about your plans for tomorrow.  What are you going to do for New Year’s Day?  Be creative and include details.

Materials Needed:  Gloria Estefan’s CD “Abriendo Puertas” and lyrics for “La Parranda”, and writing task.

Teacher Notes:   This section should be completed in Spanish.

Nombre:





 
Fecha:




Description of task: Imagine that you went to the New Year’s party that Gloria Estefan sings about in her song.  You have just come home and so you write an entry in your journal describing your experience. Include the following:

· Where was the party?

· Who was there? 

· Who did you go with? 

· What did you do? 

· Did something interesting happen? 

Then write about your plans for tomorrow.  

· What are you going to do for New Year’s Day?  

Be creative and include details.

Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric
La fiesta

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense.
 Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with some cohesive devices.  Speaks/writes with fluency. Includes anecdotes and detailed examples.
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with few cohesive devices.  Pauses a few times, disrupting the flow.
	Focuses mostly on task completion; paying little attention to organization and flow of presentation.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message but generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Writes in paragraphs and connected sentences.
	Writes in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly connected sentences.  
	Writes in strings of sentences, some complex sentences.

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Cultural Awareness
	Consistently provides evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  
	Provides some evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  


	Provides little evidence of culturally appropriate language and gestures.  
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